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In March, 2013 a new nothogenus  x Orthocohnia was first recorded in the BSI Bromeliad Cultivar Register under the International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi and plants (I.C.N.---Melbourne Code 2011).  Its breeder is Ray Lemieux of Tropiflora  Nursery, Sarasota, Florida, U.S. A. who created this cross in 1996 and coined the bigeneric genus name x Orthocohnia. The cultivar was named 'Surprise' by Ray also and registered by nursery owner Dennis Cathcart. 
The seed parent is Deuterocohnia lorentziana (Mez) M.A. Spencer & L.B. Smith. Reference: Bradea 6:141-5 (1993). Although formerly known as Abromeitiella lorentziana, this species was described originally in 1896 as Pitcairnia lorentziana (Mez). Reference: DC. Monogr. Phan. 9:974. 
The pollen parent is Orthophytum estevesii (Rauh) Leme. Reference: J. Brom. Soc. 54(1): 37-9. (2004) . This species was formerly known as Orthophytum  fosterianum L.B. Smith. var. estevesii Rauh. Reference: Trop. Subtrop. Pflanzenwelt 79: 27-29, figs. 14,15. (1991). 
